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 Chess Tournament Winners  

Off  Duty Finch Aids 
Game Commission  

by Gail Scott 
      

     Most people relax and take it easy on 

their day off, but not Hampton school 

districtôs assistant superintendent Jeff 

Finch. Mr. Finch had an exciting day last 

month when he climbed 80 feet up in a 

tree to help the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission relocate two red-tailed 

hawk chicks in the Pittsburgh suburb of 

Forest Hills.  The adult red-tailed hawks, 

in trying to defend their chicks, were 

terrorizing neighborhood resi-

dents living near their nest for 

almost two weeks.  One of the 

hawks swooped and hit a 

woman and knocked her to the 

ground.  The injured woman, Eileen 

Bridge, had to be taken to the hospital 

for treatment. As it was clear that the 

situation was becoming dangerous, the 

Game Commission was called in to help. 

     Red-tailed hawks are not normally 

aggressive toward humans or 

pets.  ñThis was a very unusual situa-
(Continued on page 3) 

Erin Prosser, Poff Elementary librarian, held a Chess Tournament on Thursday, June 5th at Poff Elementary.  Students from all three 

elementary schools competed against each other during the first few hours of school.   

Left to Right: Second place Hayden Kuhn from Wyland, First Place Ed Xu from Wyland, & Third Place Owen Hastings from Central 
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Aquinas Academy Students Say Thank You to Our Military  

Personalized Planning At  

No Cost to You 
wendy@mouseworldtravel.com  

412 -491 -0976  

www.mouseworldtravel.com  

 

ORLANDO IS THE PLACE 

Vacation Planner 

FREE DINING at Disney * SeaWorld celebrates 50 

years! * Diagon Alley opens at Universal  

T 
he Computer Technol-

ogy classes for Grades 

6 and 8 at Aquinas 

Academy of Gibsonia, under 

the supervision of teacher, 

Miss Catherine Harshman, 

created computer generated 

thank you cards as a class 

assignment.  The assignment 

grew into a service project to 

say thank you to the men and 

women in the military who 

serve our country. 

The students selected images 

from the internet for the face 

of the cards and inserted per-

sonal messages inside the 

cards using MS Word.  Their 

heartfelt thank you notes were 

 

sent to the Second Brigade in 

Washington, PA in appreciation 

for the sacrifices the members of 

the military made for our country. 
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The museum will host the exhibit April 12 through May 6.  

tion,ò said Jim  Bonner of the Audubon Society of Western 

Pennsylvania. ñThere are hundreds of red-tailed hawk nests in 

the region. They don't really pose a risk to people.ò 

Jeff Finch is a hobbyist with an interest in falconry and 

birds of prey.  Over the past few years, he has built a friend-

ship with wildlife conservation officer Dan Puhala, who co-

vers our local region. Puhala and Finch's relationship is based 

around various education programs that have helped to support 

Hampton students. Mr. Puhala frequently comes to HHS to co-

present with Mr. Finch in science classes.  

     When Mr. Finch heard 

about the red-tailed 

hawks, he offered to assist 

Mr. Puhala in relocating 

the hawk chicks. When he 

arrived at the site, he was 

surprised to see a large 

media presence there, 

ready to film the hawk 

removal. Every tree pre-

sents a different circum-

stance and this nest was 

built in a White Pine 

tree.  Finch commented, 

ñThe nest was very high 

and the tree did present 

some unique difficulties. 

White Pine have very brit-

tle limbs and this tree was quite thin at the height of the nest. 

Climbing equipment was necessary. The photos show me 

grabbing the young birds by the feet and this is necessary be-

cause raptors use their feet defensively and aggressively. By 

securing both feet they can be safely handled. Ideally, I would 

have used the other hand to secure the wings but one hand was 

needed to hang on to the tree. Once placed in the cloth bucket, 

the birds did as expected by ducking low into the bucket to 

feel secure and hidden. I used small pine branches to place 

over them in the bucket to limit their sight on the way down.ò 

Finch also said that he 

was covered in tree 

sap when he finally 

descended after the 

hour long adventure. 

The red-tailed 

hawk parents didn't 

put up a fight. One 

hawk circled while 

Mr. Finch climbed the 

tree but then flew off. After lowering the downy gray chicks to 

the waiting Dan Puhala below, Mr. Finch pulled the nest apart 

so the parents would not return to the nest. Mr. Puhala said the 

chicks will be raised in captivity at the Verona Wildlife Center 

and released into the wild when they are ready, possibly by 

July. They remain in possession of the Game Commission, 

which will determine their next destination. 

Jeff Finch said that he enjoys climbing, handling the rap-

tors, and at the same time helping the PA Game Commis-

sion.  He added, ñWildlife conservation officers have difficult 

jobs and are often alone in large territories. Having the oppor-

tunity to lend a hand to them is an honor and one that I wel-

come at any time.ò 

Finch    (Continued from page 1) 

Jeffrey Finch 
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      A summary of noteworthy incidents that occurred between   

May 18th, 2014ð June 15th, 2014. 
 

Assisting Other Agency 
 

 On Wednesday, June 4th, Hamptonôs Police Department was 

requested to assist the Allegheny County Police Department with 

locating a horseback rider who fell in the woods and was injured 

in Hartwood Acres.  The patient was located and emergency per-

sonnel were on scene.   
 

Hazardous Conditions 
 

 On Tuesday, June 3rd Hampton Police were dispatched to the 

intersection of Mt. Royal Blvd. and Sample Road for wires burn-

ing at the top of a utility pole.  Upon arrival, Hampton Fire De-

partment was on scene and checking a pole at Bristol 

Court.  They located bare wires and broken insulators at the top 

of the utility pole. Power was out in the immediate ar-

ea.  Duquesne Light was notified.   
 

Solicitor's Complaint 
 

 On Wednesday, May 28th residents from Grandeur Drive, Au 

(Continued on page 14) 

Police Log 

 

ROGER RECH, REALTORÈ 

412-427-4363 Cell 
412-487-0500 x210 Office 

roger.rech@pittsburghmoves.com 

www.pittsburghmoves.com/roger.rech 
owned & operated by NRT LLC. 

 

Always putting your  

best interests first 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE HAMPTON NEWS  
  

 The Hampton News relies strictly on the ad-

vertisers to pay the expenses of this publication.  

Without the generous business ownersô help, we 

would not be able to provide our newsletter on a 

monthly basis.  Please support the business own-

ers that help us provide you with this publication!   

 If you have a smart phone, you can simply 

click on the symbol and it will take you directly to 

the website to view the current or past issues as 

well as money saving coupons around the com-

munity. 

 
Production: Laurie & John Rizzo     

Freelance Writers: Gail Scott, Diane  

Prem and Gina Hussar 

412-818-6491    

info@thehamptonnews.net 
 

P.O. Box 243 * Wildwood, PA * 15091  

www.thehamptonnews.net    

 

  We Specialize in: 
Driveways ï Patios ï Sidewalks 
Floors ï Steps ï Retaining Walls 
Outdoor Fireplaces & Fire Pits 

Exposed Aggregate ï Stamped Concrete 

Free Estimates ï Fully Insured  
PA010522 

www.devitoconcrete.com 

 

Michael Mahoney  
 

Auto  ƍ Home   ƍ Life  ƍ Business  

www.farmersagent.com/mmahoney1 

Personal Attention.  Great Rates.   

Call today to learn more. 

724-939-7656 
4358 Gibsonia Rd ǒ Suite C ǒ Gibsonia, PA  15044 
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NEW PATIO HOME construction in West Deer  

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage, one level living  

Starting at $219,900   

Model open Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm ï 4:00 pm   

Call Erin at 724.553.3119 for a private showing!   

Whispering Pines in West Deer 

 

Connorõs  
Lasting 
Memory  

by Gina Hussar 
 

 Most of  us living in 

Hampton know the name 

Connor Michalek. We 

admired him, we prayed 

for him, we cheered him 

on and then, on April 

25th when he lost his 

courageous battle with 

cancer, we grieved as a 

community. Connor was 

remembered fondly by 

the entire student body at 

Wyland Elementary at a 

special ceremony held 

right before school let 

out for the summer. A 

tree planter was placed 

on the school grounds in 

honor of Connor.  The 

students of Wyland, who 

had shown tremendous 

support for him over the 

last few years, joined 

together for a moment of 

silence and a final group 

hug to remember their 

friend. Connor's father, 

aunt and cousin also at-

tended the ceremony.  

 Dr. Roberta Good, 

Wyland Principal, said 

the memorial for Connor 

was a way to help all of 

the children and staff in 

the building to have clo-

sure after Connorôs 

death.  

 ñI had to think of a 

way to involve all of the 

children, especially, be-

cause it wasnôt just the 

first graders who contrib-

uted to Connorôs Cru-

sade,ò she said. ñThe 

óround and hugô seemed 

like a great idea because 

it was short, sweet and a 

way to get everyone to 

participate.ò  

 Connor's spirit, 

strength and shining per-

sonality inspired many. 

His memory will live on 

at Wyland, in the ball 

field and in the commu-

nity that loved him.     

 

 

 
It is a great time to stay 

put and INVEST in 

your home!  

Photo by Gina Marie Photography 




