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Whatõs in a Number? 
School District Rankings 

by Tina Harper 
 

 In early August, Newsweek magazine 

published its annual National School Rankings 

report.  Of the 1,500 schools ranked, Hampton 

wasnôt seen on the list.  It turns out that 

Hamptonôs scores were calculated and consid-

ered ranking the district at #1057 ï top 4% in 

the nation;  however, they were inadvertently 

omitted from the printed list that appeared in 

Newsweekôs August 9 issue. 

 According to the Newsweek article, public 

schools are ranked according to a ratio devised 

by Jay Mathews, Newsweek contributing edi-

tor and Washington Post education columnist:  

the number of Advanced Placement, Intl. Bac-

calaureate and/or Cambridge tests taken by all 

students at a school in 2008 divided by the 

number of graduating seniors. All of the 

schools on the list have an index of at least 

1.000;  they are in the top 6 percent of public 

schools measured this way.1 

 During the August 19 school board voting 

meeting, Superintendent Dr. John C. Hoover 

reported that he received a letter from Mr. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Poff  Elementary Proudly Sports New Playground for Children  

W 
hile the first day of school is 

always an exciting day ï for 

the students, teachers and even 

the parents, this year was even more excit-

ing for the students of Poff Elementary 

School.  Last year Poff was under con-

struction for the entire school year while 

renovations took place.  The students and 

teachers were moved from classroom to 

classroom while work was completed in 

the various areas of the building.  The 

students received first hand experience on 

the building process.  The teachers dealt 

with the dust and the noise.  All the while, 

(Continued on page 15) 
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TIRED OF 

HIGH 

PRICED 

PLUMBERS?   
 

MATT 

MERTZ 
PLUMBING,  

INC .   

 

¶ Residential and 

commercial repairs 

¶ Local one man 

plumbing shop 

¶ Lower overhead 

means lower prices 

¶ Slow drains cleared 

¶ Dripping faucets 

fixed 

¶ Running toilets fixed 

¶ Hot water tanks 

¶ French Drains/

downspout work 

¶ D.O.T Gas Line 

Certified 
 

All work completed  

by owner 
 

Same day service  

Available 
 

 

 

 

 

 
412-367-0815 

 

 

Donôt miss an issue.  Call to join the mailing  

list and get the publication sent directly to  

your desktop in color at no charge! 
 

SEND STORY SUGGESTIONS OR  

COMMENTS TO:  
 

email: info@thehamptonnews.net 

Production: Laurie Rizzo 

Design: John Rizzo 
 

The Hampton News 

P.O. Box 243 

Wildwood, PA 15091-0243 

412-818-6491 

 

FULL SERVICE SALON  
is proud to announce 

the return of 

LINDA BUTKOVICH  
(formerly of Tu Sei Bella) 

 to our staff 
 

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS AT 

412-828-3848 
401 Freeport Road  Å  Blawnox 

Matthews, apolo-

gizing for Hamp-

tonôs omission 

from the top high 

school list.  Below 

is an excerpt from 

that letter.2 
 

Dear Dr. Hoover:  
 On behalf of Newsweek, please accept my apologies for failing to include Hamp-
ton Township High School on the 2009 Newsweek Top High Schools list. This over-
sight is entirely my fault, and will not happen again. I consider you to be on the list in 
spirit, if not in name. You can consider the school to be ranked no. 1057 this year, 
which puts the school in the top 4 percent of all U.S. public schools measured this 
way.  
     You have a splendid AP program. I congratulate you for it.  
--Jay Mathews, Newsweek contributing editor and Washington Post education columnist. 

 

Other area schools that made the Top High Schools list include Pine-Richland #814, Upper  

St. Clair #948, Quaker Valley #1212, Mount Lebanon #1231, North Hills #1379, and North  

Allegheny #1387. 
 

1  Source:  www.newsweek.com 
2  Source:  Hampton Township School District 

Newsweek  
(Contô from page 1) 
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Coupon must be presented. 
Rental must be continuous. 
Not to be combined with any 
other offer.  Must be pre-
sented at contract signing. 

Back to School  
Would you believe òstraight Aõsó in 
30 Days?  

Dr. Howard Rosenthal 
 

I am very fond of saying, ñThereôs a better way to 

pump up your GPA.ò 

If you want to raise your childôs grades (or your own if you have 

chosen to go back to school) try these alternative strategies that 

most people have never used. 

 Make a tape recording or digital recording of your notes or 

of the teacherôs lecture. Why? Well hello folks: you 

might just be an auditory learner!  Many people learn 

better by listening than reading. This technique works 

with K-12 as well as college and graduate students. 

Go to the library or check the Internet to find a different 

book on the subject matter.  Just because you canôt com-

prehend the recommended textbook doesnôt mean you 

wonôt understand another book or textbook on the same 

subject. 

 If you are required to write a paper for a class read your 

final draft out loud. If it doesnôt make sense when you 

read it to yourself and others, the teacher wonôt under-

stand it either. 

Study for short rather than long sessions. Youôll remember 

more. 
 

So there you have it. ñStraight Aôsò the Rosenthal way. And 

donôt forget to write me with your success story when 

report cards come out. 
 

Dr. Howard Rosenthal is the author of mental health books 

and listed in the current Whoôs Who in America. His 

website is www.howardrosenthal.com. 

North Hampton Volunteer Fire Department 
Monthly Chiefôs Report (Chief John Schwend) 

Prepared Aug. 4th 2009, for the Month of July 2009 
 

Incident Summary: 
 

Containment / MVA no entrapment  4 

Residential fire alarm     6 

Carbon Monoxide Alarm, No Illness 1 

Landing Zone for Medical Helicopter 1 

Residential Structure/Chimney fire  2 

MVA With Entrapment    1 

Wires Down / Transformer Problem 1 

Carbon Monoxide Alarm With Illness 1 

Commercial fire Alarm    1 

Vehicle Fire       2 

Gas Line Struck      1 

Other        2 

Total for July 2009     23 
 

Total Incidents for 2009    239 

Late Night (11p-7a)     36 

Weekday daylight (7a-5p)   94 
 

Training  

Training for the month included drafting techniques and hose 

line management.  In addition to our training we have spent time 

converting both of our engines over to the National Standard 

fittings as part of a regional grant to standardize equipment 

(Continued on page 19) 

http://www.howardrosenthal.com
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Police Log  

P L U M B I N G   L L C 

Too Many Bills  
We Offer L O A N S ?  

F o r  A l l  Y o u r  M o n e y  N e e d s 

¸ Home Repair$ ¸ Bill Con$olidation 

  ¸ Vacation$ ¸ Auto/ATV ¸ Per$onal 

Butler Consumer Discount Co. 

  4655 Rt. 8 Allison Park  

 Call Judi Wahl  724-443-6991 
Subsidiary of Northwest Savings Bank     Licensed by PA Dept. of Banking 

The Hampton Township Police logged 698 incidents from 7/01/2009 

ï 7/31/2009.  A portion of those incidents include: 
  

Accidents   39 

DUI     5 

Domestic Disputes 24 

Theft    10 

Threat/Harassment 10 

Fraud    10 

Disorderly/Assault 19 
 

FRAUD 
 

 7/01 - A woman on Sample Road reported a person(s) hacked into 

her computer and obtained email addresses and sent emails to her entire 

hotmail address book.  The email informed the recipients that the re-

ported person was in England and she needed $2,600.  The reported per-

son was unaware if anybody responded to the email request.  The re-

ported person was referred to the FBI. 
 

 7/01- A reported person on Sample Road received a suspicious 

phone call in the a.m.  When the reported person answered the phone, a 

female automated voice stated she was calling from PA debit card help 

desk and the system asked him to enter his debit card number.  The re-

ported person hung up and cancelled the card as a precaution. 
 

 7/08 ï A rebate check from Duquesne Light was issued to the busi-

ness on Route 8 for $208.67.  The check was given to a woman for 

money owed.  The check was deposited by the woman into her account, 

then the check was cancelled.  The actors denied any involvement in the 

stolen check and the investigation continues. 
 

 7/08 ï A victim called to report that someone fraudulently used his 

ATM card.  The victim still has his card, but some how the unknown 

actors used it at an ATM in Solon, Ohio and Columbus, Ohio.  The first 

transaction was for $500 and the second for $503.  The bank was noti-

fied. 
 

 7/15 ï a resident on Brunton Ct. reported a message on her answer-

ing machine from her credit card company concerning excessive spend-

ing.  Upon checking her purse, she found her wallet was missing.  The 

last stop was in Rite Aid in Fox Chapel Plaza.  The victim is not sure if 

she dropped the wallet or if it was stolen.  The total amount of money 

removed from her checking account was $1,235. 
 

 7/16 ï HTP met with board members of a non-profit group of par-

ents that raise money to afford to send their children to compete in gym-

nastics.  The one member reported their former treasurer embezzled ap-

proximately $123,979.38.  The suspect admitted to using the funds, but 

would pay back money at times.  The suspect sat down with board mem-

bers and agreed on an amount to pay back of $32,555.  Charges to fol-

low. 
 

 7/20 ï A victim from Oakhill Road reported that while she was stay-

ing with a friend while recovering from an injury, the friend used her 

debit card without authorization and also stole several pills.  No charges 

were filed. 
 

 7/28 ï A reported person on Haberlein Road received a call from 

Best Buy wanting more information about a lap top computer he was 

ordering.  The resident stated he did not order a lap top.  Best Buy noti-

fied him that at least $1,000 in charges were on his credit card.  The re-

ported person was advised to contact his bank and all credit card banks to 

check his credit report. 
 

 7/28 ï A victim on Talley Cavey Circle took out an on-line loan and 

the money was directly deposited into his checking account.  Since then, 

there has been activity on the account and the victim is out $760.00. 
(Continued on page 5) 

Mental Health   6 

Warrants    3 

Sexual Assault   2 

Criminal Mischief  6 

Drug Related Offenses 8 

Suspicious Persons  14 

http://pittsburgh.bbb.org/article/9704
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Specializing in... 
¶ Complete Custom                        
       Homes 

¶ Home Renovations  

¶ Room Additions 

¶ Game Rooms 

¶ Kitchens 

¶ Bathrooms 

¶ Decks/Enclosed Decks 

¶ Morning Rooms  

¶ Workout Rooms 

 

 

Call us today for your  
FREE estimate 

 

Cell:    

724-531-0690 
Office:   

724-444-7662 
Or visit us on the web at 

www.1classichomes.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

New Deck in O'Hara Township 

 

End of summer special  
on new decks or redecking 
wood/composite decking  

 

Complete Kitchens  
starting as low as  
$1900.00 installed. 

 

THEFT 
 

 7/02 ï A call came into the 

station from Ferguson Road to 

report a theft of an air condition-

ing unit.  Upon arrival of HTP, 

the reported person stated a black 

pick up pulled up to the back of 

the building and took the air con-

ditioning unit sitting outside the 

door.  The unit was seven-ton 

valued at $3,500.  The video sur-

veillance showed a white male trying to 

lift the unit into his truck unsuccessfully; 

then began to dismantle it by taking only 

copper pipes.  The actor was identified, 

he admitted it was wrong and he stated he 

had the unit and would return it to the 

site.  Criminal charges to be filed, theft 

and criminal mischief. 
 

 7/03 ï A report came in from Route 

8 of an ex-employee who took a helmet 

from the location.  The ex-employee was 

advised the day prior that he was not al-

lowed on the property and that his pay 

check would be mailed to him.  The ex-

employee was upset because the check he 

received was for $0.00, which the em-

ployer stated it was due to child support 

and other money owed.  The suspect fled 

southbound on Route 8 and Etna police 

were able to stop the vehicle and recover 

the helmet.  A summons will be charged. 
 

 7/06 ï Police responded to a call at 

the Sunoco Station at Route 8 for a cus-

tomerôs vehicle being stolen from the 

pumps.  The victim stated he left his car 

keys in the ignition with the vehicle 

turned off while he went inside to pay.  

Between a description and video surveil-

lance, the police were able to come up 

with a suspect and get a verbal admission 

to stealing the vehicle from Sunoco.  

Charges were filed. 
 

 7/07 ï Police met with the 

victim on Maple Lane and he 

stated that he kept his wave run-

ner on his friendôs property in the 

back yard for the past three years.  

Prior to that the unknown actor(s) 

removed the wave runner and 

trailer from the property.  The 

investigation continues. 
 

 7/09 ï Police responded to a 

house on Beechwood Drive that 

reported a theft.  A gold bracelet 

valued at $600 was missing from 

her room.  Previously, a gold bracelet valued at $500 went missing.  The only person in the residence 

was the cleaning person.  Police went to the home of the cleaning person and she refused officers to 

search the residence.  A resident in the home came out with a bracelet and claimed the item fell into 

her cleaning supplies.  Charges via summons. 

Police Log      (Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Present this coupon to 

THE GREETING GALLERY 
 

 

 
BUY ONE GREETING CARD 

GET ONE FREE  
of equal or lesser value up to $2 

In Shopperôs Plaza 724-443-6615  
Exp. 9/30/2009     One Coupon per customer 

412.492.4088 
 

www.myhealthfirst.us 
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Chef«s Corner 

 

Wholesale Produce for all 
Foodservice Applications  

 

NO Minimum Delivery  
No up charge for split cases  

Competitive Pricing  
All Products Guaranteed  

 
 

Proprietor: Dave Moore   

Cell: 412-779-7582  

davemoore@choicemail.com 
 

412-795-8883 FAX: 412-795-0690 

http://frankdom.synthasite.com 

 

You Feta You Feta You Bet  
By John Rizzo 

 

With fall quickly approaching, most of our gardens are 

abundant with red ripe tomatoes.  Blended with a few sea-

sonings, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, you have the start of 

a refreshing summer salad.  But take it one step further with 

the addition of feta cheese and a few more vegetables; and 

now you have something real special. 

You may not know it but, feta cheese dates back thousands 

of years.  It was referenced in ñThe Odysseyò by Homer 

which was written in the eighth century BC.  Traditionally 

Greek, it was made with either goatôs or sheepôs milk.  Even 

today, it is made with unpasteurized goat and or sheepôs milk 

in the mountains of Greece.  The goats and sheep roam freely 

throughout the region and the flavor of their milk can vary 

depending upon what they feed on.  As a result, in Europe, 

feta is branded with the region it is grown and each regionôs 

cheese will have itôs own distinct flavor.  Now if youôre a 

little queasy about eating unpasteurized goat milk, you may 

be interested to know that most domestic feta cheese is made 

with pasteurized cowôs milk. 

After separating the curdled milk, the solids are formed 

into blocks and sliced; hence the word feta which translates to 

ñsliceò in Italian.  The slices are salted and packed in barrels filled 

with whey or brine.  The cheese continues to cure in the brine any-

where from a week to several months.  It is important to store un-

used feta in its brine for once itôs removed it will immediately begin 

to dry out.   
 

Greek Tomato Salad        Yield: 6  

Whisk together the olive oil, balsamic vinegar, oregano leaves, 

black pepper, and sugar; set aside. 

 Put the lettuce blend (your choice of iceberg, romaine, bib, 

leaf, etc.) in a separate bowl.  Pour 1/2 the dressing (about 1/3 cup) 

over the lettuce and mix well.  If using iceberg, do this approxi-

mately 2 hours before serving.  This gives the lettuce an opportu-

nity to soften and absorb the flavor.   

 In your serving bowl, arrange the lettuce mix along the bottom.  

Alternate tomato and cucumber slices in a circle around the perime-

ter of the bowl.  Spread a layer 

of roasted red peppers on the 

inside of the  tomatoes and cu-

cumbers, slightly overlapping.  

Arrange the onions in the same 

manner overlapping the peppers.  

Next, arrange the olives leaving 

a space in the center for the feta 

cheese.  Drizzle the remaining 

dressing over the tomatoes, cu-

cumbers, peppers and onions; 

serve in chilled salad bowls. 

 

Lettuce blend 6 Cups  Kalamata Olives 1/2 Cup 

Tomatoes, Sliced 1/4 in. 12 slices  Olive Oil 1/2 Cup 

Cucumbers, Sliced 1/4 in. 12 slices  Black Pepper 1 tsp. 

Roasted Red Peppers Strips 3/4 Cup  Balsamic Vin. 1/4 Cup 

Sweet Onion, Sliced thin 1/2 Cup  Oregano Leaves 1 TBL 

Feta Cheese,  1/2 Cup  Sugar 2 tsp. 
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               Home News You Can Useé          
   
      é.Provided to you by Judy Gifford  

Hampton Home Sales  

7/16/2009 ï8/15/2009  
address Sold price 

2194 Grandeur $1,137,500 

3157 Beechwood 1,100,000 

2153 Grandeur 770,000 

Lot 103 Stonebridge 656,900 

3837 Meyers Ln 567,000 

4566 Dogwood Dr 450,000 

2819 Ridge Drive 420,000 

2590 Wildwood Road 400,000 

4091 Jupiter Drive 357,000 

2761 W Bardonner Rd 350,250 

2836 Ridge Drive 277,000 

4521 Bucktail Drive 245,900 

4252 Forest Glen Drive 237,000 

2454 Trotter Drive 195,000 

4948 Field Acres Drive 176,000 

2636 Sample Road 165,000 

2742 W Bardonner Rd 160,000 

3076 Meadowbrook Ct 144,350 

2237 Wyland Ave 140,000 

2337 Highland Ave 139,900 

5047 Harvest Lane 114,888 

3129 Cheltenham Ct 104,899 

2401 Linden Drive 93,500 

5063 Harvest Lane 75,000 

This information is supplied from the West Penn Multi-
List.  It is deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

Judy Gifford  

Prudential Preferred Realty  

The Hampton Office * 2860 Wildwood Rd Ext.  

412 760-1673     jgifford@prudentialpreferred.com  

Whatôs Going On? 
Visit Dog Central and see why all the dogs are so excited. 

 
Dog Central offers 

Weekday Daycare 

open at 7am. 

We also do board-

ing using a unique 

operation which 

combines Daycare 

and kenneling. 

Social dogs enjoy 

supervised daycare 

followed by a good 

nights sleep in a 

large, indoor, cli-

mate controlled 

run. We also offer 
grooming and a 

self wash station. 

Call us @  

412-487-4002. 

 Visit us on the web: www.hamptondogcentral.com 

 

 7/10 ï A resident called in from Route 8 at Home 

Depot parking lot to report a theft from his pick up 

truck.  The items removed from the vehicle were a 148 

piece socket set with an estimated value of $100.  The 

surveillance shows the victimôs vehicle, but nobody 

entered the vehicle. 
 

 7/14 ï a victim called to report a theft of her dia-

mond tennis bracelet valued at $3,499 on Dogwood 

Drive.  The victim suspects the cleaning lady.  Police 

obtained and executed a search warrant at the resi-

dence, but nothing was found. 
 

 7/17 ï HTP responded to a call on Clarkland Ave-

nue for a theft of two diamond rings, a gold medal and 

$2,000 cash missing from her home.  Police contacted 

a suspect and she initially denied taking anything, but 

then gave a verbal statement to taking two rings and 

selling them to a jeweler on Route 8.  Police went to 

the jewelerôs and got the receipt from the transaction.  

Charges via summons. 
 

 7/21 ï HTP met with a victim inside Home Depot 

that he reported while setting up a display, someone 

took the cordless drill from his cart with an estimated 

cost of $129. 
 

 7/29 ï A person on Duncan Avenue reported an 

unknown person broke into the Pepsi machine and 

Police Log                      (Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 13) 

    A reporter for Pittsburgh Magazine  
recently asked me about  our current 
real estate market and what sellers 
should keep in mind as they decide to 
sell their house.  We talked about how 
important it can be to leave the personal 
aside and focus on the  home simply as 
an asset which you want to sell for a 
good price.   
    My business is selling homes and 
helping people forge deals that both 
buyer and seller feels satisfied.  How-
ever, I am frequently reminded of the 
emotional side of living in a home, lov-
ing it and leaving it to begin a new 
chapter of life.   I am an artist, at heart 
and by training, so sometimes I create 
portraits of homes I have sold.  Iôve 
painted for first time buyers, but I am 
always inspired to create them for cli-
ents who are saying goodbye to a be-

loved house.  Years ago, I was given a 
drawing from our Realtor and it hangs 
lovingly in our family room.  I want to 
do the same to those special clients.     
    Our homes are major assets and they 
are described in terms of dollars and 
cents.  The column to the right attests to 
that.   But, they are also places we raise 
our kids and celebrate our milestones.   
Painting keeps me balanced in this 
crazy real estate market.  
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$5 OFF  
Any  
Service  

 Expiries 9/30/09  

Manicure &  
Pedicure   

$35 Expiries 9/30/09 

 

Artistic Hair 
and  

Nail Designs  
 

The ONLY  
Aveda Salon in 
the North Hills.  

 

Proprietor:  
Kelly Kretzler  

 

412.367.3000  

 

 WE NOW OFFER 
MASSAGES 


